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CROYDON
TREES

EST. 1954



               Croydon Conservation Society Inc.

                     Inc. No. A0031156D    ABN  36 236 152 916
                 P.O. Box 869, Croydon, 3136.

15th November, 2011.  
Minister for the Environment, 
Hon Ryan Smith, 

44 New Street,
RINGWOOD,   VIC.  3134.

Dear Mr Smith,  
The Croydon Conservation Society (CCS) is concerned about the loss of ‘Old Growth Forest’ in the Toolangi – Black Range Area (Central Highlands). The adoption of the current Timber Release Plans (TRP’s) for this area allows for harvesting operations to occur throughout this region of State Forests in areas designated as Special Management Zones (SMZ) and General management Zones (GMZ).

This area has been substantially affected by logging and fires over many years including the devastating fires in 2009.  We are concerned that the remaining remnant areas of this region unaffected by the 2009 fires now lie within these two management zones and the areas will be logged to provide high value timber to the logging industry which also suffered as a result of the recent fires. 

In addition we are concerned that the remnant areas which have identified conservation values and contain areas of regrowth forest will not meet the DSE’s current definition of Old Growth Forest as stated in the ‘Study of old growth forest in Victoria’s Central Highlands’ report dated November 1996: 

Old growth Working Definition "Old growth forest is forest which contains significant amounts of its oldest growth stage - usually senescing trees - in the upper stratum and has been subject to any disturbance, the effect of which is now negligible."
This definition was applied to the recent study undertaken by VicForests on ‘Habitat assessment within coupe 297-526-001 (Gun Barrel) Report on Investigation 20th July 2011.  The report states that the particular area is not an ‘Old Growth Forest’ as there are only occasional scattered older trees and this does not constitute old growth forest as per the definition.

VicForests documentation published as fact sheets on their website indicates that approximately 1% of ‘Old Growth Forest’ remains in the Central Highlands which now consists of mainly of regrowth from the 1939 fires and revegetation forests.  With continual logging to meet industry needs, DSE burning commitments of 5% per annum it is highly unlikely that any current forest area within the Central Highlands will reach a significant maturity to qualify as an ‘Old Growth Forest’ in the foreseeable future.

CCS considers that the current working definition of ‘Old Growth Forest’ should be redefined to cover pre and post 1939 regrowth and revegetation forest and that stricter guidelines should be applied to the Special and general management zones to ensure the diverse environment of the Central Highlands forest is retained for future generations

The Croydon Conservation Society look forward to your response to our concerns.  

Yours faithfully, 

Ken Whitney,

Croydon Conservation Society.

