Tree win for Council in court 
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The City of Boroondara is pleased following a successful prosecution of Ojetta Developments Pty Ltd (landowner) and David Gurvich (builder) in Melbourne Magistrates Court for not complying with conditions of a planning permit issued for the development of seven dwellings in Barkers Road, Kew.

Magistrate O'Keefe imposed a total penalty of $35,000 dollars upon the landowner and the builder. A conviction has also been recorded against both parties.

The Magistrate determined that the two parties had failed to comply with the planning permit conditions relating to the protection of a camphor laurel tree, located at the front of the property.

Ward Councillor, David Bloom, said that Council had contacted the developer and builder on at least three occasions to advise them of the requirements of the permit but unfortunately the advice was ignored.

Mayor of Boroondara, Councillor Jack Wegman, said that Council strongly advocated on the issue of tree protection.

"The Boroondara community has said loudly and clearly that it values its trees and leafy streets. Residents are attracted to Boroondara because of our leafy canopy and we take our responsibility to enforce the law seriously when they are blatantly flouted," said Cr Wegman.

There is also a requirement that the owner plant another camphor laurel tree with a minimum height of three metres at time of planting.

