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Maroondah Citizen of the Year 

~ Graeme Lorimer ~ 

On Australia Day, 26 January 2018, we 
were extremely happy to see Graeme 
Lorimer win the prestigious Citizen of the 
Year award from Maroondah City Council. 
Below is an extract from his nomination 
that was put together in secret by Fiona 
Sutton with help from Graeme’s friends 
and peers.       

                 

In 2018 Graeme Lorimer will receive his 
acknowledgement of 30 years of volunteer 
service within the City of Maroondah. This 
has mostly been undertaken through his 
tireless work as coordinator of the Friends 
of Bungalook Conservation Reserves in 
Kilsyth South, and guardian of the critically 
endangered Kilsyth South Spider-orchid 
(Caladenia sp. aff. venusta (Kilsyth 
South)).  

He was instrumental in Bungalook 
Conservation Reserve being created in 
the 1980’s when the land was subdivided 
for residential development, lobbying 
Council and Trust for Nature to purchase 
some of the land. He was instrumental in 
getting the Kilsyth South Spider-orchid 
listing as critically endangered under the 
Federal Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 as well 
as the Victorian Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988. He has volunteered 

hundreds of hours every year to 
preserving the orchid by monitoring the 
plants on a near weekly basis during 
spring, protecting plants from 
unauthorised visitors, pollinating flowers 
and collecting seed, and working with the 
Federal and State Government, Council, 
and the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 
(RBGV) in relation to preservation and 
germination trials for the species.  

As coordinator of the Friends of 
Bungalook Conservation Reserves he has 
attended almost all of the monthly working 
bees for around 30 years. At the working 
bees, he arranges for a variety of 
conservation management works to be 
undertaken including weed control works, 
revegetation, litter collection, 
environmental monitoring and guided 
nature walks. He has been responsible for 
thousands of dollars’ worth of successful 
grant applications that have been 
instrumental for preserving the reserve’s 
ecological values, allowing them to be 
better appreciated by the community. His 
regular visits to the reserve between 
working bees have been enormously 
helpful managing and auditing contractor 
works and halting damaging activities that 
would have otherwise gone ahead 
unnoticed until the damage was done.  

The Montrose Environmental Group Inc. is 
the parent organisation for the Friends of 
Bungalook Conservation Reserves, and 

http://www.meg.org.au/
mailto:info@meg.org.au
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Graeme has been involved with the group 
as a general member, committee member 
(various roles including President) and 
now life member in recognition of his 
enormous contribution to the environment 
and the group through his role as 
Technical Advisor for ecological and air 
quality related issues. His influence grew 
the organisation into a strong advocate for 
environmental issues (e.g. the Waste 
Transfer Station and Boral quarry), as well 
general nature appreciation. For several 
years he was on the Regional Fire 
Protection Committee and he contributed 
to the development of the Montrose Fire 
Safety Garden. He has led numerous 
guided walks and events for the 
community group, and always being 
happy to help with called upon, be it for 
technical expertise through to helping the 
committee with administrative tasks, as he 
has done much of over the past year.  

Graeme has been an active committee 
member, often taking on various office 
bearer positions, of the Indigenous Flora 
and Fauna Association (IFFA) since its 
creation 30 + years ago. Through his 
voluntary involvement with the group he 
has organised, presented at and 
participated in numerous seminars, 
workshops and single-/multi-day fieldtrips. 
His drive to raise awareness has included 
organising a forum in 1990 and then again 
in 2017 on the importance of use of 
indigenous flora of local provenance. 
These forums have driven change in the 
way professionals and community groups 
manage restoration projects, as 
well as use of indigenous plants 
in home gardens. As IFFA 
President over the previous two 
years and current Treasurer, he 
also organised field trips for the 
association across Victoria to 
share knowledge on flora and 
fauna, connect people to nature 
and advocate for the protection 
and management of natural 
areas. Graeme’s knowledge 
and passion has been a driving 
force behind IFFA for the past 
three decades, and his 
willingness to share knowledge 
is an asset to the community.   

Beyond these principal/official roles, he 
provides an invaluable educational 
resource for State and Local government 
agencies and volunteer community groups 
with regards to conservation related 
issues. Year after year he is always more 
than willing to help whenever called upon 
by community organisations to provide 
free technical support and guidance for 
conservation management, identifying 
plants, leading guided walks, presenting at 
seminars, holding festival displays, and 
providing policy/legislative guidance. 
These have included the numerous 
community organisations within 
Maroondah City and beyond, such as 
Maroondah Bushlinks, Heathmont 
Bushcare, Candlebark Community 
Nursery, Knox Environment Society, 
CRISP Nursery Inc., Croydon 
Conservation Society and numerous 
Friends groups/committees.  

He is a brilliant communicator of 
complicated science / ecological issues, 
de-mystifying difficult topics to make them 
accessible and understandable by the 
community. This has been done through 
guided walks, seminars, training sessions, 
and contributions to newsletters and 
media articles, and is instrumental in 
helping the community become more 
aware and compassionate about 
conservation and environmental issues. 
He is always willing to take time to mentor 
those he has worked or volunteered with 
and is very  generous with this time and 
knowledge.  

Image: Graeme Lorimer (second from left) with the Friends of 
Bungalook Conservation Reserves volunteers, 10 Feb 2018 
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Drawn from the Collection:  
Maroondah’s Bushland 

Treasures 

By botanical illustrator  

RUTH JACKSON 

19 January to 9 March 2018  
Monday to Friday 9 - 5pm  
Saturday 3 February 10am - 2pm 

Ruth is a significant local environmental 
activist and has used her skill as a 
botanical illustrator to help people become 
interested in local native plant life. 

This special exhibition of native varieties 
of orchids, lilies, wildflowers and fungi, 
offers viewers an insight into the beauty of 
the natural world. 

This exhibition is a combination of works 
from the Maroondah City Council Art 
Collection, existing works from the artist’s 
collection and works from private 
collections 

Exhibition events and activities 

Free and open to all ages! 

Maroondah’s Bushland Treasures Day 

Saturday 17 February, 10.30am to 
3.30pm, Maroondah Access Gallery 

As part of our current exhibition Drawn 
from the Collection: Maroondah's 
Bushland Treasures by botanical illustrator 
Ruth Jackson we welcome you to join us 
for what will be a fascinating series of talks 
about Maroondah’s Bushlands. Hear from 
the experts about the fascinating plant life 
of native orchids and the ecology of our 
local environment while learning from local 
conservation groups about what measures 
can be taken to protect our bushland 
treasures.   

Speakers:  

10:30am Maroondah’s bushland 
management. Derek Ashton (Bushland 
Management Officer, Maroondah City 
Council)  

11:30am Orchids through history: what 
can we learn from them? Dr Graeme 
Lorimer, local environmental scientist with 
a specialisation in the flora, fauna and 

ecology of Maroondah and surrounding 
areas. 

12:15-1:15pm - Lunch available at 
Maroondah Federation Estate Café 

1:30pm Wildlife in Maroondah. Peter 
Rogers, Ringwood Field Naturalists 

2:30pm Threats to Maroondah's bushland: 
keeping ecosystems healthy. Peter 
Goegan, specialist in Maroondah’s local 
natural environment.  

To book phone 9298 4553 or email 
gallery.attendant@maroondah.vic.gov.au  

International Women’s Day Afternoon 
Tea 

Thursday 8 March 3pm, Maroondah 
Federation Estate Café 

Join us for a special afternoon tea with the 
artist Ruth Jackson and guest speaker Liz 
Sanzaro, president of the Croydon 
Conservation Society. Celebrate 
international women’s day with scones 
and tea served at Maroondah Estate Café 
adjacent to Maroondah Access Gallery! 

To book 
email: gallery.attendant@maroondah.vic.g
ov.au   

Location 

Maroondah Access Gallery is located at 
Maroondah Federation Estate, 32 
Greenwood Ave, Ringwood. 

Open: Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 

 

Image: Ruth Jackson, Banksia marginata 2002 

 

mailto:gallery.attendant@maroondah.vic.gov.au
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Maroondah Bushland 
Treasures  

 - Exhibition review -  

Liz Sanzaro 

In Maroondah until March 9th, for the very 
first time an exhibition of exceptionally 
detailed and botanically correct images 
done spectacularly in water colour. On 
show are many of Maroondah’s native 
plants, like wildflowers, fungi, orchids and 
lilies. Drawn over a span of many years 
this represents a lifetime of work, which 
until now has not been known of except by 
a few people who know Ruth personally.  

Ruth, a Maroondah resident has extremely 
limited vision, but using magnification she 
has created beauty which the average 
bushlover will not have seen. It's best to 
bring your own, or borrow a magnifiying 
glass at the venue to really appreciate the 
hairs on the stems, or the spiral spring 
release seed capsules, as well as many 
other microscopic details.  

Open Monday to Friday, 9 to 5. In addition 
there will be a special event on Thursday 
March 8th at 3pm celebrating International 
Women's day, where I am speaking 
briefly, about Women in Conservation. 

This is a free event at Maroondah Access 
gallery at 32 Greenwood Avenue, 
Ringwood. 

I do hope you can make it along 
sometime. It is genuinely inspiring. 

 

Image: Ruth Jackson, Dermocybe 
austroveneta 2007 

RIDGEWALK  

Exploring art and landscape in 
the Dandenongs 

Info Night 

Wednesday, 21 February 

Karwarra, Mount Dandenong Tourist Rd, 
Kalorama 

Drop in from 5pm-8pm 

About RidgeWalk 

Some of Australia’s most significant artists 
have drawn inspiration from the 
Dandenong Ranges.  RidgeWalk will bring 
these stories to life through heritage 
interpretation and platforms for new 
cultural expression along a 26km walking 
track. 

RidgeWalk will connect townships in the 
Dandenong Ranges and create an 
interactive, educational experience that 
draws upon a nationally significant story of 
artistic response to the landscape. 

RidgeWalk aims to meet both local need 
for connectivity and drive sustainable 
cultural tourism in the region.  Master 
Planning will occur in 2018.  During this 
phase the track’s route will be determined.  
It will incorporate and upgrade existing 
trails, improve accessibility and ensure 
minimal environmental impact. 

In addition to the Info Night, a series of 
walks and workshops to support 
engagement with RidgeWalk will be held 
over the first half of 2018.  

For updates and more information visit 
www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/ridgewalk  or 
contact Suzanne Earhart– 
s.earhart@yarraranges.vic.gov.au      
9294 6612. 

 

  

https://maps.google.com/?q=32+Greenwood+Avenue,+Ringwood&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=32+Greenwood+Avenue,+Ringwood&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/ridgewalk
mailto:s.earhart@yarraranges.vic.gov.au
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MEG Christmas Picnic 

The December working bee for the 
Friends of Bungalook Conservation 
Reserves was a bit different last year. 
Instead of the usual weed pulling 
volunteers enjoyed a field trip to Liverpool 
Road Retarding Basin which contains a 
large area of swampy vegetation similar to  
what would have existed at Bungalook 
prior to the realigning of Bungalook Creek. 

A suite of plant species no longer present 
in Bungalook were a treat to see.  

After the working bee volunteers joined 
with other MEG members for the 
Christmas picnic at Warrien Reserve in 
Croydon North. It was a lovely afternoon 
filled with good food, great company and a 
short bushwalk to explore the delights of 
Warrien Reserve. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Brickworks Working Bee 

Help remove Sweet Pittosporum at the 
Brickworks Conservation Reserve.  

When: Saturday 17 March 2017 10am-1pm. 

Where: Brickworks Conservation Reserve, 
meeting at the car park at Cambridge Road. 

BYO: Cup and gardening gloves. Morning 
tea provided.  

Friends of Heathfield Creek Reserve 

Meet 10am, last Sunday of the month. Meet 
on Belvedere Drive near Richards Road. 
Contact Claire Thomas 9728 2290. 

25 Feb, 25 Mar, 29 April, 27 May, 24 June 
2018. 

 

Friends of Bungalook Conservation 
Reserves 

Meet 9:30 am, 2nd Saturday of the month. 
Meet at the end of Ormond Place, Kilsyth. 
Contact Graeme Lorimer after hours for 
details on 9876 6415. 

10 March, 14 April, 12 May, 9 June 2018 

 

Montrose Upper Landcare Group, MULGa  

Meet 9:30 am, 1st Saturday of the month, 
corner Old Coach Road and Browns Road, 
Montrose (or wherever the sign there directs 
you). Contact mulga@googlegroups.com  or 
Robin Gredler 9761 8180 to confirm.  

3 March, 7 April, 5 May, 2 June 2018. 
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Hairpin Banksia 
(Banksia 
spinulosa) at 
Bunyip State Park 
– the namesake of 
our newsletter 

 
 

mailto:mulga@googlegroups.com

